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Monday of Holy Week 

Prayer of the Day 

O God, your Son chose the path that led to pain before joy and to the cross 

before glory. Plant his cross in our hearts, so that in its power and love we may 

come at last to joy and glory, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who 

lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen 

Introduction 

During Holy Week some communities gather each day to meditate on Jesus’ final 

days before his death on the cross. Today’s gospel commemorates the anointing 

of Jesus by Mary, a foreshadowing of his death and burial. Jesus’ suffering is the 

path to resurrection and new life. We eagerly wait for the celebration of the great 

Three Days later this week. 

John 12:1-11 

Six days before the Passover Jesus came to Bethany, the home of Lazarus, whom 

he had raised from the dead. There they gave a dinner for him. Martha served, 

and Lazarus was one of those at the table with him. Mary took a pound of costly 

perfume made of pure nard, anointed Jesus’ feet, and wiped them with her hair. 

The house was filled with the fragrance of the perfume. But Judas Iscariot, one of 

his disciples (the one who was about to betray him), said, “Why was this perfume 

not sold for three hundred silver coins and the money given to the poor?” (He 

said this not because he cared about the poor, but because he was a thief; he 

kept the common purse and used to steal what was put into it.) Jesus said, 

“Leave her alone. She bought it so that she might keep it for the day of my 

burial. You always have the poor with you, but you do not always have me.” 

When the great crowd of the Jews learned that he was there, they came not only 

because of Jesus but also to see Lazarus, whom he had raised from the dead. So 

the chief priests planned to put Lazarus to death as well, since it was on account 

of him that many of the Jews were deserting and were believing in Jesus. 

Evening Blessing 

We give thanks to you, heavenly Father, through Jesus Christ your dear Son, that 

you have graciously protected us today. We ask you to forgive us all our sins, 
where we have done wrong, and graciously to protect us tonight. Into your hands 

we commend ourselves: our bodies, our souls, and all that is ours. Let your holy 
angels be with us, so that the wicked foe may have no power over us. Amen 
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Tuesday of Holy Week 

Prayer of the Day 

Lord Jesus, you have called us to follow you. Grant that our love may not grow 
cold in your service, and that we may not fail or deny you in the time of trial, for 

you live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
Amen 
 

Introduction 

In today’s gospel, Jesus speaks of the grain of wheat that falls into the earth and 

dies in order that it may bear fruit. We die with Christ in baptism that we may be 
raised with him to new life. 
 

John 12:20-36 

Now among those who went up to worship at the festival were some Greeks. 

They came to Philip, who was from Bethsaida in Galilee, and said to him, “Sir, we 
wish to see Jesus.” Philip went and told Andrew; then Andrew and Philip went 

and told Jesus. Jesus answered them, “The hour has come for the Son of Man to 
be glorified. Very truly, I tell you, unless a grain of wheat falls into the earth and 

dies, it remains just a single grain; but if it dies, it bears much fruit. Those who 
love their life lose it, and those who hate their life in this world will keep it for 

eternal life. Whoever serves me must follow me, and where I am, there will my 

servant be also. Whoever serves me, the Father will honor. 
 

“Now my soul is troubled. And what should I say— ‘Father, save me from this 
hour’? No, it is for this reason that I have come to this hour. Father, glorify your 

name.” Then a voice came from heaven, “I have glorified it, and I will glorify it 
again.” The crowd standing there heard it and said that it was thunder. Others 

said, “An angel has spoken to him.” Jesus answered, “This voice has come for 
your sake, not for mine. Now is the judgment of this world; now the ruler of this 

world will be driven out. And I, when I am lifted up from the earth, will draw all 
people to myself.” He said this to indicate the kind of death he was to die. The 

crowd answered him, “We have heard from the law that the Messiah remains 
forever. How can you say that the Son of Man must be lifted up? Who is this Son 

of Man?” Jesus said to them, “The light is with you for a little longer. Walk while 

you have the light, so that the darkness may not overtake you. If you walk in the 
darkness, you do not know where you are going. While you have the light, 

believe in the light, so that you may become children of light.” 
 

After Jesus had said this, he departed and hid from them. 
 

Collect for Peace 

O God, from whom come all holy desires, all good counsels, and all just works: 

give to us, your servants, that peace which the world cannot give, that our hearts 

may be set to obey your commandments; and also that we, being defended from 
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the fear of our enemies, may live in peace and quietness; through Jesus Christ 

our Savior, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, God forever. Amen 
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Wednesday in Holy Week 

Prayer of the Day 

Almighty God, your Son our Savior suffered at human hands and endured the 

shame of the cross. Grant that we may walk in the way of his cross and find it 

the way of life and peace, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives 

and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen 

Introduction 

This day was formerly called “Spy Wednesday,” an allusion to the gospel 

accounts in which Judas is identified as the betrayer of Jesus. As Jesus endured 

the suffering of the cross, we are called to run the race of life with perseverance, 

confident of the joy to come. In the Three Days, which begin tomorrow evening, 

we will journey with Christ from darkness to light, from captivity to freedom, 

from death to life. 

John 13:21-32 

Jesus was troubled in spirit, and declared, “Very truly, I tell you, one of you will 

betray me.” The disciples looked at one another, uncertain of whom he was 

speaking. One of his disciples—the one whom Jesus loved—was reclining next to 

him; Simon Peter therefore motioned to him to ask Jesus of whom he was 

speaking. So while reclining next to Jesus, he asked him, “Lord, who is it?” Jesus 

answered, “It is the one to whom I give this piece of bread when I have dipped it 

in the dish.” So when he had dipped the piece of bread, he gave it to Judas son 

of Simon Iscariot. After he received the piece of bread, Satan entered into him. 

Jesus said to him, “Do quickly what you are going to do.” Now no one at the table 

knew why he said this to him. Some thought that, because Judas had the 

common purse, Jesus was telling him, “Buy what we need for the festival”; or, 

that he should give something to the poor. So, after receiving the piece of bread, 

he immediately went out. And it was night. 

When he had gone out, Jesus said, “Now the Son of Man has been glorified, and 

God has been glorified in him. If God has been glorified in him, God will also 

glorify him in himself and will glorify him at once.” 

Evening Blessing 

Gracious God, we give you thanks for the day, especially for the good we were 

permitted to give and to receive; the day is now past and we commit it to you. 

We entrust to you the night; we rest securely, for you are our help, and you 

neither slumber nor sleep; through our Savior Jesus Christ. Amen
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Saturday in Holy Week 

Prayer of the Day 

All-powerful and ever-living God, your only Son went down among the dead and 

rose again in glory. In your goodness raise up your faithful people, buried with 

him in baptism, to be one with him in the eternal life of heaven, where Christ 

lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen 

Introduction 

In this addendum to the passion story, we hear that Jesus is buried. The Temple 
leaders are anxious that his followers would practice deceit, claiming that Christ 

was raised. Holy Saturday also signifies that in death, Jesus went to the dead, as 
Peter wrote, in order to offer the liberating word of the gospel, that Christ will 

raise us all on the last day, the completion of Easter. 
 

Matthew 27:57-66 

When it was evening, there came a rich man from Arimathea named Joseph, who 

also was himself a disciple of Jesus. He went to Pilate and asked for the body of 

Jesus; then Pilate ordered it to be given to him. So Joseph took the body and 

wrapped it in a clean linen cloth and laid it in his new tomb, which he had hewn 

in the rock. He then rolled a great stone to the door of the tomb and went away. 

Mary Magdalene and the other Mary were there, sitting opposite the tomb. 

The next day, that is, after the day of Preparation, the chief priests and the 

Pharisees gathered before Pilate and said, “Sir, we remember what that impostor 

said while he was still alive, ‘After three days I will rise again.’ Therefore 

command the tomb to be made secure until the third day; otherwise, his disciples 

may go and steal him away and tell the people, ‘He has been raised from the 

dead,’ and the last deception would be worse than the first.” Pilate said to them, 

“You have a guard of soldiers; go, make it as secure as you can.” So they went 

with the guard and made the tomb secure by sealing the stone. 

Evening Prayer 

Keep watch, dear Lord, with those who work or watch or weep this night, and 

give your angels charge over those who sleep. Tend the sick, give rest to the 
weary, bless the dying, soothe the suffering, comfort the afflicted, shield the 

joyous; and all for your love’s sake. Amen 

 


