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St. Peter’s Evangelical Lutheran Church & Elementary School 
Our Mission: Learning God’s Truth,  

Sharing the Spirit’s Healing, Following the Way of Jesus. 

VIRTUAL WORSHIP for PREACHING & PRAYER  
Ash Wednesday – February 22, 2023 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
On Ash Wednesday we begin our forty-day journey toward Easter 

with a day of fasting and repentance. Marking our foreheads with 

dust, we acknowledge that we die and return to the earth. At the 
same time, the dust traces the life-giving cross indelibly marked on 

our foreheads at baptism. While we journey through Lent to return to  
God, we have already been reconciled to God through Christ. We humbly 

pray for God to make our hearts clean while we rejoice that “now is the day 
of salvation.” Returning to our baptismal call, we more intentionally bear the 

fruits of mercy and justice in the world. 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

GATHERING 
 

CALL to WORSHIP 

Lord, ☩ have mercy. Christ, have mercy. Lord, have mercy on us. 
 

GREETING and PRAYER of the DAY 
The mercy of God, the peace of Christ, and forgiveness in Spirit, 

 are always with you. And also with you.  

Holy and almighty God, hear our prayer. A brief silence. Gracious God, out of 
your love and mercy you breathed into dust the breath of life, creating us to 

serve you and our neighbors. Call forth our prayers and acts of kindness, 
and strengthen us to face our mortality with confidence in the mercy of your 

Son, Jesus Christ, our Leader and Savior, who lives and reigns with you and 
the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen  
 

GOD’S WORD 
READING: Genesis 2:4b, 7-9, 15-17 

 In the day that the LORD God made the earth and the heavens, then the 
LORD God formed man from the dust of the ground, and breathed into his 

nostrils the breath of life; and the man became a living being. And the LORD 

God planted a garden in Eden, in the east; and there he put the man whom 

he had formed. Out of the ground the LORD God made to grow every tree 
that is pleasant to the sight and good for food, the tree of life also in the 

midst of the garden, and the tree of the knowledge of good and evil. 

 The LORD God took the man and put him in the garden of Eden to till it 
and keep it. And the LORD God commanded the man, ‘You may freely eat of 

every tree of the garden; but of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil 
you shall not eat, for in the day that you eat of it you shall die.’ 

 This is the Word of God, word of life.  
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SECOND READING: 1 Corinthians 15:42-50 
Paul writes: So it is with the resurrection of the dead. What is sown is 

perishable, what is raised is imperishable. It is sown in dishonor, it is raised 
in glory. It is sown in weakness, it is raised in power. It is sown a physical 

body, it is raised a spiritual body. If there is a physical body, there is also a 
spiritual body. Thus it is written, “The first man, Adam, became a living 

being”; the last Adam became a life-giving spirit. But it is not the spiritual 
that is first, but the physical, and then the spiritual. The first man was from 

the earth, a man of dust; the second man is from heaven. As was the man 
of dust, so are those who are of the dust; and as is the man of heaven, so 

are those who are of heaven. Just as we have borne the image of the man of 
dust, we will also bear the image of the man of heaven. What I am saying, 

brothers and sisters, is this: flesh and blood cannot inherit the realm of God, 
nor does the perishable inherit the imperishable. 

 This is the Word of God, word of life.  
 

HOLY GOSPEL: Matthew 6:1-6, 16-21 Common English Bible 
This is the Holy Gospel as the Word was given to Matthew,  

 in the 6th chapter. We give glory to you, O Lord. 
Jesus preached to the crowds on the mountain: 

 “Be careful that you don’t practice your religion in front of people to draw 
their attention. If you do, you will have no reward from your Father who is in 

heaven. 
 “Whenever you give to the poor, don’t blow your trumpet as the 

hypocrites do in the synagogues and in the streets so that they may get 
praise from people. I assure you, that’s the only reward they’ll get. But when 

you give to the poor, don’t let your left hand know what your right hand is 
doing so that you may give to the poor in secret. Your Father who sees what 

you do in secret will reward you. 
 “When you pray, don’t be like hypocrites. They love to pray standing in 

the synagogues and on the street corners so that people will see them. I 

assure you, that’s the only reward they’ll get. But when you pray, go to your 
room, shut the door, and pray to your Father who is present in that secret 

place. Your Father who sees what you do in secret will reward you. 
 “And when you fast, don’t put on a sad face like the hypocrites. They 

distort their faces so people will know they are fasting. I assure you that 
they have their reward. When you fast, brush your hair and wash your face. 

Then you won’t look like you are fasting to people, but only to your Father 
who is present in that secret place. Your Father who sees in secret will 

reward you. 
 “Stop collecting treasures for your own benefit on earth, where moth and 

rust eat them and where thieves break in and steal them. Instead, collect 
treasures for yourselves in heaven, where moth and rust don’t eat them and 

where thieves don’t break in and steal them. Where your treasure is, there 
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your heart will be also.” 
 This is the Good News of Christ’s Victory.  

 We give praise to you, O Christ.  
 

HYMN of the DAY: “Softly and Tenderly Jesus Is Calling”  
 

1 Softly and tenderly Jesus is calling, 
 calling for you and for me. 

 See, on the portals he's waiting and watching, 
 watching for you and for me. 
 

Refrain 
 "Come home, (Come home,) 

come home! (come home!) 
 You who are weary, come home." 

 Earnestly, tenderly, Jesus is calling, 

 calling, "O sinner, come home!" 
 

2 Why should we tarry when Jesus is pleading, 

 pleading for you and for me? 
 Why should we linger and heed not his mercies, 

 mercies for you and for me?  Refrain 
 

3 Oh, for the wonderful love he has promised, 

 promised for you and for me! 
 Though we have sinned, he has mercy and pardon, 

 pardon for you and for me.  Refrain 
 

Text: Will L. Thompson, 1847-1909 
 

MESSAGE:  DUST silence for reflection follows 
 

INVITATION to our LENTEN DISCIPLINE 

Friends in Christ, today with the whole church we enter the time of 
remembering Jesus’ passover from death to life, and our life in Christ is 

renewed. 
 We begin this holy season by acknowledging our need for repentance and 

for God’s mercy. We are created to experience joy in communion with God, 
to love one another, and to live in harmony with creation. But our sinful 

rebellion separates us from God, our neighbors, and creation, so that we do 

not enjoy the life our creator intended. 
 As disciples of Jesus, we are called to a discipline that contends against 

evil and resists whatever leads us away from love of God and neighbor. I 
invite you, therefore, to the discipline of Lent—self-examination and 

repentance, prayer and fasting, sacrificial giving and works of love—
strengthened by the gifts of word and sacrament. Let us continue our 
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journey through these forty days to the great Three Days of Jesus’ death 
and resurrection. 
 

CONFESSION and FORGIVENESS of SIN 
In these forty days, let us be honest, confess our sin, and receive God’s 

promise of mercy. You may kneel or remain seated as you are able.  
Silence is kept for reflection. 
 

Holy God, holy and mighty, holy and immortal,  
 have mercy on us.  
 

For self-centered living, and for failing  
to walk with humility and gentleness: 

 Holy God, have mercy on us. 
 

For longing to have what is not ours,  

and for hearts that are not at rest with ourselves: 

 Holy God, have mercy on us. 
 

For misuse of human relationships, 

and for unwillingness to see the image of God in others: 
 Holy God, have mercy on us. 
 

For jealousies that divide families and nations,  

and for rivalries that create strife and warfare: 

 Holy God, have mercy on us. 
 

For reluctance in sharing the gifts of God,  

and for carelessness with the fruits of creation: 
 Holy God, have mercy on us. 
 

For hurtful words that condemn, and for angry deeds that harm: 

 Holy God, have mercy on us. 
 

For idleness in witnessing to Jesus Christ,  

and for squandering the gifts of love and grace:  
 Holy God, have mercy on us. 
 

Silence is kept for reflection. 

Accomplish in us, O God, the work of your salvation, 
that we may show forth your glory in the world. 

By the cross and passion of your Son, our Savior, 
bring us with all your saints to the joy of his resurrection. 
 

Almighty God have mercy on us, forgive us all our sins through our Savior 

Jesus ☩ Christ, strengthen us in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy 

Spirit keep us in eternal life. Amen 
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The CHURCH PRAYS 
PRAYERS of the PEOPLE  

Sustained by God’s abundant mercy, let us pray for the church, the world, 
and all of creation. A brief silence. 
 

O Lord, our God, you gather your church and call us to return to you. 
Accompany us throughout our Lenten pilgrimage. Create in us clean hearts 

and renew all the baptized to declare your praise.  
    Merciful God, receive our prayer. 

 
Renew your creation, O God. Bring rains to parched places and heal lands 

affected by a changing climate, that all inhabitants of the earth experience 
your abundance.  

    Merciful God, receive our prayer. 
 

Renew the nations, O God. Give voice to those on the margins and resolve 
to world leaders who seek to protect those most vulnerable. Loosen the 

bonds of injustice and bring an end to all violence, oppression, and 
persecution.  

    Merciful God, receive our prayer. 
 

Renew your people, O God. Respond to those who cry out to you in secret or 

in seclusion. Equip us with compassion to care for those who experience 
homelessness, food insecurity, economic hardship, and illness: those with 

COVID, cancer, heart disease & those we name in our hearts…. 
    Merciful God, receive our prayer. 
 

Renew this congregation, O God. Inspire our faith formation ministries and 
those who teach and lead in our Sunday school & Elementary school. 

Invigorate us with lifelong curiosity and wonder as we grow as your 
disciples.  

    Merciful God, receive our prayer. 
 

O Lord, our God, we give thanks for all your faithful ones of every time and 
place. Renew us by the example of their lives of prayer and service, and at 

the last, bring us with them into your everlasting presence.  
    Merciful God, receive our prayer. 
 

We lift our prayers to you, O God, trusting in your steadfast love and your 
promise to renew your whole creation; through Jesus Christ our Savior. 

Amen 
 

LORD’S PRAYER 

Let us pray for our daily bread, as Jesus taught us. 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, 

    thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.   
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Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as 
we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into 

temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom,  
 and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen 
 

PRAYER for MISSION 
Join me in prayer. A brief silence. Merciful God, accompany our journey 

through these forty days. Renew us in the gift of baptism, that we may 
provide for those who are poor, pray for those in need, fast from self-

indulgence, and above all that we may find our treasure in the life of your 
Son, Jesus Christ, our Leader and Savior, who lives and reigns with you and 

the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen 
 

BLESSING 

Receive the blessing. A brief silence.  

 The holy Three, the holy One 
 increase your hope, strengthen your faith, 

    deepen your love, and ☩ grant you peace. Amen 
 

SENDING into MISSION 
Go forth into the world to serve God with gladness; be of good courage; hold 

fast to that which is good; render to no one evil for evil; strengthen the 
fainthearted; support the weak; help the afflicted; honor all people; love and 

serve God, rejoicing in the power of the Holy Spirit. Amen 
 

PEACE 

The peace of Christ always goes with you. And also with you. 
Please share the peace with those in your household or on our FB page. 
 

From sundaysandseasons.com. Copyright © 2023 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. 
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Other Lent Worship Services 
Sundays at 8:45 & 10:15 am. in the church 

Wednesdays (through 3/29) at 11:30 am.  
in Grace Chapel – light lunch follows 

 
Easter Weekend 

Maundy Thursday (4/6) at 7:00 pm. in the church 
Good Friday (4/7) at 7:00 pm. in church 

Saturday Vigil (4/8) schedule TBD – Facebook/YouTube only 
Easter Sunday (4/9) at 6:30 am. in the cemetery, 

and 8:45 & 10:15 am. in the church 

Join us in the fellowship hall at 7 am.  
on Easter Sunday for a pancake breakfast! 

 


