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St. Peter’s Evangelical Lutheran Church & Elementary School 
Our Mission: Learning God’s Truth,  

Sharing the Spirit’s Healing, Following the Way of Jesus. 

VIRTUAL WORSHIP for PREACHING & PRAYER  
Fifth Sunday in Lent 

March 26, 2023 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

In today’s gospel Jesus reveals his power over death by raising 
Lazarus from the dead. The prophet Ezekiel prophesies God breathing 

new life into dry bones. To those in exile or living in the shadows of 
death, these stories proclaim God’s promise of resurrection. In 

baptism we die with Christ that we might also be raised with him to 

new life. At the Easter Vigil we will welcome the newly baptized as we 
remember God’s unfailing promise in our baptism. 

 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

GATHERING 
WELCOME: Theme of the Day 
 

CONFESSION and FORGIVENESS 
All may make the sign of the cross, which is marked on us at baptism. 

In the name of God, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit,  

 the one who journeys with us these forty days,  
 and sustains us with the gift of grace. Amen 
 

We acknowledge before God and one another our need  
for repentance and for God’s mercy. Silence is kept for reflection.  
 

Holy God, we confess to you our faults and failings. Too often we 
neglect and do not trust your holy word; we take for ourselves 

instead of giving to others; we spoil rather than steward your 
creation; we cause hurt though you call us to heal; we choose fear 

over compassion. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, as we seek to 

follow in your way of life. Amen 
 

Hear the good news: God loved the world so that God gave the only Son, so 

that all may receive life. This promise is for you! God embraces you with 

divine mercy, ☩ forgives you in Christ’s name, and revives you in Spirit’s 

power. Amen 
 

GREETING and PRAYER of the DAY 
The mercy of God, the peace of Christ, and forgiveness in Spirit, 

 are always with you. And also with you.  
 Holy God, hear our prayer. A brief silence. Almighty God, your Son came 

into the world to free us all from sin and death. Breathe upon us the power 
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of your Spirit, that we may be raised to new life in Christ and serve you in 

righteousness all our days, through Jesus Christ, our Leader and Savior, who 
lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, One God, now and forever. 

Amen 
 

WORD of GOD 
FIRST READING: Ezekiel 37:1-14 

Ezekiel’s vision of the valley of dry bones is a promise that Israel as a 
nation, though dead in exile, will live again in their land through God’s life-

giving spirit. Three times Israel is assured that through this vision they will 
know that “I am the Lord.” 
 

This is a reading from Ezekiel, the 37th chapter. 
 The hand of the LORD came upon me, and he brought me out by the spirit 

of the LORD and set me down in the middle of a valley; it was full of bones. 
God led me all around them; there were very many lying in the valley, and 

they were very dry. God said to me, “Mortal, can these bones live?” I 
answered, “O Lord GOD, you know.” Then God said to me, “Prophesy to 

these bones, and say to them: O dry bones, hear the word of the LORD. Thus 
says the Lord GOD to these bones: I will cause breath to enter you, and you 

shall live. I will lay sinews on you, and will cause flesh to come upon you, 

and cover you with skin, and put breath in you, and you shall live; and you 
shall know that I am the LORD.” 

 So I prophesied as I had been commanded; and as I prophesied, 
suddenly there was a noise, a rattling, and the bones came together, bone 

to its bone. I looked, and there were sinews on them, and flesh had come 
upon them, and skin had covered them; but there was no breath in them. 

Then God said to me, “Prophesy to the breath, prophesy, mortal, and say to 
the breath: Thus says the Lord GOD: Come from the four winds, O breath, 

and breathe upon these slain, that they may live.” I prophesied as I was 
commanded, and the breath came into them, and they lived, and stood on 

their feet, a vast multitude. 
 Then God said to me, “Mortal, these bones are the whole house of Israel. 

They say, ‘Our bones are dried up, and our hope is lost; we are cut off 
completely.’ Therefore prophesy, and say to them, Thus says the Lord GOD: 

I am going to open your graves, and bring you up from your graves, O my 

people; and I will bring you back to the land of Israel. And you shall know 
that I am the LORD, when I open your graves, and bring you up from your 

graves, O my people. I will put my spirit within you, and you shall live, and I 
will place you on your own soil; then you shall know that I, the LORD, have 

spoken and will act, says the LORD.” 
 

This is the Word of God, word of life. 
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SECOND READING: Romans 8:6-11 

For Paul, Christian spirituality entails living in the reality of the Holy Spirit. 
The driving force behind our actions and values is not our sinful desire for 

self-satisfaction but the very Spirit by which God raised Jesus from the dead 

and will also raise us from the dead. 
 

This is a reading from Paul’s letter to the Romans, the 8th chapter. 

Paul writes: To set the mind on the flesh is death, but to set the mind on the 
Spirit is life and peace. For this reason the mind that is set on the flesh is 

hostile to God; it does not submit to God’s law—indeed it cannot, and those 
who are in the flesh cannot please God. 

 But you are not in the flesh; you are in the Spirit, since the Spirit of God 
dwells in you. Anyone who does not have the Spirit of Christ does not belong 

to him. But if Christ is in you, though the body is dead because of sin, the 
Spirit is life because of righteousness. If the Spirit of the One who raised 

Jesus from the dead dwells in you, the One who raised Christ from the dead 
will give life to your mortal bodies also through God’s Spirit that dwells in 

you. 
 

This is the Word of God, word of life. 
 

HOLY GOSPEL: John 11:21-27 Updated NRSV 

Jesus is moved to sorrow when his friend Lazarus falls ill and dies. Then, in a 
dramatic scene, he calls his friend out of the tomb and restores him to life. 
 

This is the Holy Gospel as the Word was given to John, in the 11th chapter. 
Martha said to Jesus, “Lord, if you had been here, my brother would not 

have died. But even now I know that God will give you whatever you ask of 
God.” Jesus said to her, “Your brother will rise again.” Martha said to him, “I 

know that he will rise again in the resurrection on the last day.” Jesus said to 
her, “I am the resurrection and the life. Those who believe in me, even 

though they die, will live, and everyone who lives and believes in me will 
never die. Do you believe this?” She said to him, “Yes, Lord, I believe that 

you are the Messiah, the Son of God, the one coming into the world.” 
 

 This is the Good News of Christ’s Victory.  
 

HYMN of the DAY: # 666 “What Wondrous Love Is This” 

 

1 What wondrous love is this, O my soul, O my soul! 
 What wondrous love is this, O my soul! 

 What wondrous love is this that caused the Lord of bliss 
 to bear the dreadful curse for my soul, for my soul, 

 to bear the dreadful curse for my soul? 
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2 When I was sinking down, sinking down, sinking down, 

 when I was sinking down, sinking down, 
 when I was sinking down beneath God's righteous frown, 

 Christ laid aside his crown for my soul, for my soul, 

 Christ laid aside his crown for my soul. 
 

3 To God and to the Lamb I will sing, I will sing; 

 to God and to the Lamb I will sing; 
 to God and to the Lamb, who is the great I AM, 

 while millions join the theme, I will sing, I will sing, 
 while millions join the theme, I will sing. 
 

4 And when from death I'm free, I'll sing on, I'll sing on; 
 and when from death I'm free, I'll sing on; 

 and when from death I'm free, I'll sing God's love for me, 
         and through eternity I'll sing on, I'll sing on; 

and through eternity I'll sing on. 
 

Text: North American folk hymn, 19th cent., alt. 
 

MESSAGE: Breath of Life  silence for reflection follows 
 

The CHURCH PRAYS 

PRAYERS of the PEOPLE  
Sustained by God’s abundant mercy, let us pray for the church, the world, 

and all of creation. A brief silence. 
 

You have breathed into us the breath of life. Enliven your church. Deepen 

our partnerships with our companion churches around the globe: the Mara 

Diocese of Ethiopia, and the churches of Finland, Latvia, and Estonia, and 
bless the work of missionaries who accompany them.  

    Merciful God, receive our prayer. 
 

Your spirit brings life to creation. Enliven the natural world and restore 

ecosystems in need of healing because of blizzards, wildfires, and 
earthquakes. Uplift prophetic voices that turn us to the needs of the soil 

beneath our feet and the air all around.  
    Merciful God, receive our prayer. 
 

You redeem the world and its peoples. Free us from systems of oppression. 
Unbind nations and societies from the sins of racism, sexism, and 

homophobia. Raise up leaders at all levels of government who work to 
promote the dignity of every human life.  

    Merciful God, receive our prayer. 
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You weep when we weep. Be present with those who grieve or who are 

troubled by illness. You hear us when we call to you. Deliver us from the 
depths of our despair, and free us from the worries that bind us.  

    Merciful God, receive our prayer. 
 

Your Spirit of life dwells in our assembly. Bless the music ministries of this 
congregation and all who lead us in hymns of praise and thanksgiving and in 

songs of lament and prayer.  
    Merciful God, receive our prayer. 
 

We especially pray for Lori, Frank, John, Beth, Sandy, our homebound 
members, … 

    Merciful God, receive our prayer. 
 

Here other intercessions may be offered. 

You are the resurrection and the life. Even though we die, we will live. With 
thanksgiving, we remember all your saints who now live in your eternal love.  

    Merciful God, receive our prayer. 
 

We lift our prayers to you, O God, trusting in your steadfast love and your 

promise to renew your whole creation; through Jesus Christ our Savior. 

Amen. 
 

LORD'S PRAYER 

Watching for Christ’s appearing, we pray as he taught us. 
    Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, 

thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.   
    Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as 

we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom, and 

the power, and the glory, forever and ever.  Amen 
 

SENDING 

PRAYER for MISSION  
Join me in prayer. a brief silence. God of good gifts, receive our gifts and 

offerings as we present them in faithful service for the sake of your gospel. 

With the eyes of our hearts open to your promise, empower us to hear the 
needs of our neighbors and touch the world with your love, through Christ 

Jesus, the wellspring of eternal life. Amen 
 

BLESSING 

Receive the blessing. A brief silence. 
 The holy Three, the holy One 

 increase your hope, strengthen your faith, 

 deepen your love, and ☩ grant you peace. Amen 
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PEACE 

The peace of Christ always goes with you. And also with you. 
Please share the peace with those in your household or on our FB page. 
 

From sundaysandseasons.com. Copyright © 2023 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. 

 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
At the time of this writing, please keep the following in your prayers: ELCA 

Bishop Elizabeth Eaton, Synod Bishop Bill Gohl, those hospitalized or at 
home recuperating, and our homebound members. 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
Today’s Altar Flowers are Given to the Glory of God 

 
In Honor of Katie Sykes’ March 26th birthday. 

Given by her family. 
 

In Loving Memory of  
Frank and Gloria Barnes’ March birthdays. 

Given by Nancy Barnes. 
 

Rose Vase 
In Memory of my mother,  

May LeBrun’s March 26th birthday.  
Given by Patty Read. 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
Today’s Worship Folders are Given to the Glory of God 

 
In Honor of our March 24th wedding anniversary. 

Given by Leah and Tom Knoerlein. 
 

n Honor of Joey Mills' Christian birthday, March 18th.  
Given by the Sykes family. 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

Attendance for Sunday, March 19, 2023: 33 
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Learning, Serving, & Fellowship Opportunities 

 
WELCA Easter Candy orders and payment are due on Tuesday, March 

28th.  

 
Spanish Teacher Needed: St. Peter’s ES is seeking to hire a part-time 

Spanish teacher for the 2023-24 academic school year. Small class sizes 
(PreK-5th) and flexible hours. Classroom experience preferred. Please  

contact our school office at 410-665-4521. 
  

Teaching Position Available: St. Peter’s ES is currently searching for an 
early education classroom teacher for the 2023-24 academic school year. 

Small class sizes, a strong academic program, a supportive staff, and a 
Christian setting are waiting for the right teacher. Please contact the school 

office at 410-665-4521. 
  

Palm Sunday Food Collection: Join St. Peter’s ES students in supporting 

Victor’s Vittles, the food pantry at Christus Victor Lutheran Church. Please 

consider bringing in one or more of the following items on Sunday, April 
2nd: peanut butter, jelly, spaghetti sauce, instant potatoes, canned fruit, 

Chef Boyardee cans, and cereal/oatmeal. 
 

Lent Wednesdays: On Wednesdays (through March 29) we will have 
worship at 11:30 am. in Grace Chapel, followed by a time of fellowship and 

feasting in the lower level open area. All are welcome! In lieu of on-site 
Wednesday evening worship during Lent, Pr. Lans will upload a pre-recorded 

worship to our Facebook page and YouTube channel. 
 

Free Community Meal: Join neighbors and friends for potato soup, salad, 
bread and dessert on Wednesday, March 29th from 5:30-7:00 pm. at St. 

John’s, Parkville (8808 Harford Rd., 21234). For more information, visit 
stjohnsparkville.org or call 410-665-1234. 

 

Prayers: “What the world needs now is … prayer, sweet prayer!” Drop in on 
Wednesday, April 5th at 11 am. – guaranteed to be thought provoking, 

uplifting, and give you peace. Experience if for yourself. Meet you in Grace 
Chapel (lower level, elevator access). Join us and enhance your Holy Week! 

We invite you, Betty Harry & Kathy Shull. 
 

Easter Egg Hunt: Friday, April 7th from 10 am.-1 pm. at St. Andrew 
Lutheran (1201 Taylor Ave., 21234).  Crafts, songs, a visit from the Easter 

Bunny and more! Call 410-825-3155 to reserve. 
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Sponsorships Available: Flowers for 8:45 am. on 4/16 & 30, and bulletins 

on 4/2 (contact the church office). Flowers for 10:15 am. on 4/2 & 9 
(contact Nancy Barnes). 

 

Easter Weekend Worship Schedule: 
- Maundy Thursday (4/6) at 7:00 pm. in the church 

- Good Friday (4/7) at 7:00 pm. in church 
- Saturday Vigil (4/8) schedule TBD – Facebook/YouTube only 

- Easter Sunday (4/9) at 6:30 am. in the cemetery, and 8:45 & 10:15 am. 
in the church 

Join us in the fellowship hall at 7 am. on Easter Sunday for a pancake 
breakfast! 

 
Internet Search: Help St. Peter’s church and school reach the top of the 

search engine results by typing our web address (www.st-peterslutheran.com) 
directly into the search line/box (not the browser bar) on all of your devices! 

 
Need a floral arrangement for an upcoming holiday event or special 

celebration? Consider using our Sunday bouquet florist, Drayer’s Florist, of 

the Rutland Beard Floral Group! Call them for pricing and design information 
at 410-335-6286. 

 
For every NEW regular deposit account opened at Eastern Savings Bank 

(Fullerton branch only) St. Peter’s Lutheran Church receives $5! Visit the 
Fullerton branch at 4113 Wholesale Club Drive, Suite 130 or go to 

EasternSavingsBank.com. 


