
Page 1 of 8 

 

St. Peter’s Evangelical Lutheran Church & Elementary School 
Our Mission: Learning God’s Truth,  

Sharing the Spirit’s Healing, Following the Way of Jesus. 

VIRTUAL WORSHIP for PREACHING & PRAYER  
Fourth Sunday in Lent 

March 19, 2023 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

Baptism is sometimes called enlightenment. The gospel for this 
Sunday is the story of the man born blind healed by Christ. “I was 

blind, now I see,” declares the man. In baptism God opens our eyes 
to see the truth of who we are: God’s beloved children. As David was 

anointed king of Israel, in baptism God anoints our head with oil, and 

calls us to bear witness to the light of Christ in our daily lives. 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

GATHERING 
WELCOME: Theme of the Day 
 

CONFESSION and FORGIVENESS 
All may make the sign of the cross, which is marked on us at baptism. 

In the name of God, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit,  

 the one who journeys with us these forty days,  
 and sustains us with the gift of grace. Amen 
 

We acknowledge before God and one another our need  
for repentance and for God’s mercy. Silence is kept for reflection.  
 

Holy God, we confess to you our faults and failings. Too often we 
neglect and do not trust your holy word; we take for ourselves 

instead of giving to others; we spoil rather than steward your 

creation; we cause hurt though you call us to heal; we choose fear 
over compassion. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, as we seek to 

follow in your way of life. Amen 
 

Hear the good news: God loved the world so that God gave the only Son, so 

that all may receive life. This promise is for you! God embraces you with 

divine mercy, ☩ forgives you in Christ’s name, and revives you in Spirit’s 

power. Amen 
 

GREETING and PRAYER of the DAY 
The mercy of God, the peace of Christ, and forgiveness in Spirit, 

 are always with you. And also with you.  
 Holy God, hear our prayer. A brief silence. Bend your ear to our prayers, 

Lord Christ, and come among us. By your gracious life and death for us, 
bring light into the darkness of our hearts, and anoint us with your Spirit, for 
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you live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 

forever. Amen. 
 

WORD of GOD 

FIRST READING: 1 Samuel 16:1-13 New English Translation 

Samuel anointed David even though he was the eighth-oldest son of Jesse 
and did not match his brothers in height or other physical characteristics. 

With the anointing came endowment with the Spirit of the Lord, designating 
David as the Lord’s chosen successor to Saul. 
 

This is a reading from 1 Samuel, the 16th chapter. 
 The LORD said to Samuel, “How long do you intend to mourn for Saul? I 

have rejected him as king over Israel. Fill your horn with olive oil and go. I 
am sending you to Jesse in Bethlehem, for I have selected a king for myself 

from among his sons.” 
 Samuel replied, “How can I go? Saul will hear about it and kill me!” But 

the LORD said, “Take a heifer with you and say, ‘I have come to sacrifice to 
the LORD.’ Then invite Jesse to the sacrifice, and I will show you what you 

should do. You will anoint for me the one I point out to you.” 
 Samuel did what the LORD told him. When he arrived in Bethlehem, the 

elders of the city were afraid to meet him. They said, “Do you come in 

peace?” He replied, “Yes, in peace. I have come to sacrifice to the LORD. 
Consecrate yourselves and come with me to the sacrifice.” So he 

consecrated Jesse and his sons and invited them to the sacrifice. 
 When they arrived, Samuel noticed Eliab and said to himself, “Surely, 

here before the LORD stands his chosen king.” But the LORD said to Samuel, 
“Don’t be impressed by his appearance or his height, for I have rejected 

him. God does not view things the way people do. People look on the 
outward appearance, but the LORD looks at the heart.” 

 Then Jesse called Abinadab and presented him to Samuel. But Samuel 
said, “The LORD has not chosen this one either.” Then Jesse presented 

Shammah. But Samuel said, “The LORD has not chosen this one either.” 
Jesse presented seven of his sons to Samuel. But Samuel said to Jesse, “The 

LORD has not chosen any of these.” Then Samuel asked Jesse, “Is that all the 
young men?” Jesse replied, “There is still the youngest one, but he’s taking 

care of the flock.” Samuel said to Jesse, “Send and get him, for we cannot 

turn our attention to other things until he comes here.” 
 So Jesse had him brought in. Now he was ruddy, with attractive eyes and 

a handsome appearance. The LORD said, “Go and anoint him. This is the 
one.” So Samuel took the horn full of olive oil and anointed him in the 

presence of his brothers. The Spirit of the LORD rushed upon David from that 
day onward. Then Samuel got up and went to Ramah. 
 

This is the Word of God, word of life. 
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SECOND READING: Ephesians 5:8-14 

Because we now live in the divine light which is Jesus Christ, we conduct our 
lives in ways that reflect the light of Christ, so that our activity is truly 

pleasing to God. 
 

This is a reading from Paul’s letter to the Ephesians, the 5th chapter. 
Paul writes: Once you were darkness, but now in the Lord you are light. Live 

as children of light—for the fruit of the light is found in all that is good and 
right and true. Try to find out what is pleasing to the Lord. Take no part in 

the unfruitful works of darkness, but instead expose them. For it is shameful 
even to mention what such people do secretly; but everything exposed by 

the light becomes visible, for everything that becomes visible is light. 
Therefore it says, 

 “Sleeper, awake! Rise from the dead, 
  and Christ will shine on you.” 
 

This is the Word of God, word of life. 
 

HOLY GOSPEL: John 9:35-39 New English Translation 

Jesus heals a man born blind, provoking a hostile reaction that he regards as 

spiritual blindness to the things of God. 
 

This is the Holy Gospel as the Word was given to John, in the 9th chapter. 

 Jesus heard that the Jewish leaders had thrown him out, so he found the 
man whom he’d healed of blindness and said to him, “Do you believe in the 

Son of Man?”  
 The man replied, “And who is he, sir, that I may believe in him?”  

 Jesus told him, “You have seen him; he is the one speaking with you.” 
 He said, “Lord, I believe,” and he worshiped him. 

 Jesus said, “For judgment I have come into this world, so that those who 
do not see may gain their sight, and the ones who see may become blind.” 
 

 This is the Good News of Christ’s Victory.  
 

HYMN of the DAY: # 339 “Christ, the Life of All the Living” 

 

1 Christ, the life of all the living,  

 Christ, the death of death, our foe, 
 Christ, yourself for me once giving  

 to the darkest depths of woe: 
 through your suff'ring, death, and merit  

 life eternal I inherit. 
 Thousand, thousand thanks are due,  

 dearest Jesus, unto you. 
 

 



Page 4 of 8 

 

2 You have suffered great affliction  

 and have borne it patiently, 
 even death by crucifixion,  

 fully to atone for me; 

 for you chose to be tormented  
 that my doom should be prevented. 

 Thousand, thousand thanks are due,  
 dearest Jesus, unto you. 
 

3 Then, for all that bought my pardon, 
 for the sorrows deep and sore, 

 for the anguish in the garden, 
 I will thank you evermore; 

 thank you for the groaning, sighing,  
 for the bleeding and the dying, 

 for that last triumphant cry, 
 praise you evermore on high. 
 

Text: Ernst Christoph Homburg, 1605-1681; tr. Catherine Winkworth, 1827-1878, alt. 
 

MESSAGE: STANDING APART silence for reflection follows 
 

The CHURCH PRAYS 
PRAYERS of the PEOPLE  

Sustained by God’s abundant mercy, let us pray for the church, the world, 
and all of creation. A brief silence. 
 

Eternal God, you seal us by the Holy Spirit and mark us with the cross of 
Christ forever in baptism. Inspire us by your love as together we strive for 

justice and peace in all the earth.  

    Merciful God, receive our prayer. 
 

Creating God, by your word you have made all things, and you hate nothing 

you have made. Teach us to perceive the beauty of the breadth of your 
creation, from the grandest mountain range to the smallest springtime bud. 

Protect all who are harmed by severe weather. 
    Merciful God, receive our prayer. 
 

Powerful God, you anoint kings and establish rulers. Guide the work of heads 
of state and elected officials, especially President Zelenskyy. Encourage 

them to lead with justice and to remove barriers that impede the well-being 
of all.  

    Merciful God, receive our prayer. 
 

Shepherding God, you lead us beside still waters and restore our souls. Keep 

watch over those who weep; tend all who are sick and comfort those who 
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grieve. Bless all harmed by gun violence and prejudice, for women and 

families, immigrants and refugees.  
    Merciful God, receive our prayer. 
 

God our host, you fill us at your table with more than we could ever ask. 

Feed us with hunger for justice. Equip the feeding ministries of this 
congregation and community. Nourish us so we can nourish our neighbors.  

    Merciful God, receive our prayer. 
 

We especially pray for Lori, Frank, John, Beth, Sandy, Mark, our homebound 

members, … 
    Merciful God, receive our prayer. 
 

Here other intercessions may be offered. 
God of history, with thanksgiving we remember our ancestors in faith who 

cared for your people, like Joseph, the Guardian of Jesus. We praise you for 
the ways they formed the faith of others and continue to inspire us.  

    Merciful God, receive our prayer. 
 

We lift our prayers to you, O God, trusting in your steadfast love and your 

promise to renew your whole creation; through Jesus Christ our Savior. 

Amen. 
 

LORD'S PRAYER 

Let us pray for our daily bread, as Jesus taught us. 
    Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, 

thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.   
    Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as 

we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom, and 

the power, and the glory, forever and ever.  Amen 
 

SENDING 

PRAYER for MISSION  
Join me in prayer. a brief silence. God of good gifts, receive our gifts and 

offerings as we present them in faithful service for the sake of your gospel. 

With the eyes of our hearts open to your promise, empower us to hear the 
needs of our neighbors and touch the world with your love, through Christ 

Jesus, the wellspring of eternal life. Amen 
 

BLESSING 

Receive the blessing. A brief silence. 
 The holy Three, the holy One 

 increase your hope, strengthen your faith, 

 deepen your love, and ☩ grant you peace. Amen 
 



Page 6 of 8 

 

PEACE 

The peace of Christ always goes with you. And also with you. 
Please share the peace with those in your household or on our FB page. 
 

From sundaysandseasons.com. Copyright © 2023 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. 

 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
At the time of this writing, please keep the following in your prayers: ELCA 

Bishop Elizabeth Eaton, Synod Bishop Bill Gohl, those hospitalized or at 
home recuperating, and our homebound members. 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
Today’s Altar Flowers are Given to the Glory of God 

 
In Honor of the birthdays of Mandy and Lucy. 

Given by the Harry family. 
 

In Loving Memory of my father, Clayton Williams,  
for his March 19th birthday. 

Given by his daughter, Anita Gladstone, and family. 
 

Rose Vase 

In Honor of Ruth Diepold’s March 20th birthday. 
With all my best wishes, Genevieve. 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
Today’s Worship Folders are Given to the Glory of God 

 
In Honor of all the people at St. Peter’s Church. 

Given by Janice Frederick. 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

Attendance for Sunday, March 12, 2023: 27 



Page 7 of 8 

 

Learning, Serving, & Fellowship Opportunities 

 
Thank You to Pr. Lans for his visit and the congregation for their cards, 

prayers, and well-wishes during my recovery. —Betty Kahl 
  

Spanish Teacher Needed: St. Peter’s ES is seeking to hire a part-time 
Spanish teacher for the 223-24 academic school year. Small class sizes 

(PreK-5th) and flexible hours. Classroom experience preferred. Please  
contact our school office at 410-665-4521. 

  
Teaching Position Available: St. Peter’s ES is currently searching for an 

early education classroom teacher for the 2023-24 academic school year. 
Small class sizes, a strong academic program, a supportive staff, and a 

Christian setting are waiting for the right teacher. Please contact the school 
office at 410-665-4521. 
  

Lent Wednesdays: On Wednesdays (through March 29) we will have 

worship at 11:30 am. in Grace Chapel, followed by a time of fellowship and 
feasting in the lower level open area. All are welcome! In lieu of on-site 

Wednesday evening worship during Lent, Pr. Lans will upload a pre-recorded 
worship to our Facebook page and YouTube channel. 

 
Free Community Meal: Join neighbors and friends for potato soup, salad, 

bread and dessert on Wednesday, March 29th from 5:30-7:00 pm. at St. 
John’s, Parkville (8808 Harford Rd., 21234). For more information, visit 

stjohnsparkville.org or call 410-665-1234. 
 

Prayers: “What the world needs now is … prayer, sweet prayer!” Drop in on 
Wednesday, April 5th at 11 am. – guaranteed to be thought provoking, 

uplifting, and give you peace. Experience if for yourself. Meet you in Grace 
Chapel (lower level, elevator access). Join us and enhance your Holy Week! 

We invite you, Betty Harry & Kathy Shull. 

 
Easter Weekend Worship Schedule: 

- Maundy Thursday (4/6) at 7:00 pm. in the church 
- Good Friday (4/7) at 7:00 pm. in church 

- Saturday Vigil (4/8) schedule TBD – Facebook/YouTube only 
- Easter Sunday (4/9) at 6:30 am. in the cemetery, and 8:45 & 10:15 am. 

in the church 
Join us in the fellowship hall at 7 am. on Easter Sunday for a pancake 

breakfast! 
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Sponsorships Available: Flowers for 8:45 am. on 3/26, 4/16 & 30, and 

bulletins on 4/2 (contact the church office). Flowers for 10:15 am. on 3/26 
and 4/2 & 9 (contact Nancy Barnes). 

 

Internet Search: Help St. Peter’s church and school reach the top of the 
search engine results by typing our web address (www.st-peterslutheran.com) 

directly into the search line/box (not the browser bar) on all of your devices! 
 

Need a floral arrangement for an upcoming holiday event or special 
celebration? Consider using our Sunday bouquet florist, Drayer’s Florist, of 

the Rutland Beard Floral Group! Call them for pricing and design information 
at 410-335-6286. 

 
For every NEW regular deposit account opened at Eastern Savings Bank 

(Fullerton branch only) St. Peter’s Lutheran Church receives $5! Visit the 
Fullerton branch at 4113 Wholesale Club Drive, Suite 130 or go to 

EasternSavingsBank.com. 


