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St. Peter’s Evangelical Lutheran Church & Elementary School 
Our Mission: Learning God’s Truth,  

Sharing the Spirit’s Healing, Following the Way of Jesus. 

VIRTUAL WORSHIP for PREACHING & PRAYER  
Third Sunday in Lent 

March 12, 2023 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

In today’s gospel the Samaritan woman asks Jesus for water, an 
image of our thirst for God. Jesus offers living water, a sign of God’s 

grace flowing from the waters of baptism. The early church used this 
gospel and those of the next two Sundays to deepen baptismal 

reflection during the final days of preparation before baptism at 

Easter. As we journey to the resurrection feast, Christ comes among 
us in word, bath, and meal—offering us the life-giving water of God’s 

mercy and forgiveness. 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

GATHERING 
CONFESSION and FORGIVENESS 

All may make the sign of the cross, which is marked on us at baptism. 

In the name of God, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit,  

 the one who journeys with us these forty days,  

 and sustains us with the gift of grace. Amen 
 

We acknowledge before God and one another our need  

for repentance and for God’s mercy. Silence is kept for reflection.  
 

Holy God, we confess to you our faults and failings. Too often we 

neglect and do not trust your holy word; we take for ourselves 

instead of giving to others; we spoil rather than steward your 
creation; we cause hurt though you call us to heal; we choose fear 

over compassion. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, as we seek to 
follow in your way of life. Amen 
 

Hear the good news: God loved the world so that God gave the only Son, so 
that all may receive life. This promise is for you! God embraces you with 

divine mercy, ☩ forgives you in Christ’s name, and revives you in Spirit’s 

power. Amen 
 

GREETING and PRAYER of the DAY 

The mercy of God, the peace of Christ, and forgiveness in Spirit, 
 are always with you. And also with you.  

 Holy God, hear our prayer. A brief silence. Merciful God, the fountain 
of living water, you quench our thirst and wash away our sin. Give us this 

water always. Bring us to drink from the well that flows with the beauty of 
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your truth through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns 

with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 
 

WORD of GOD 

FIRST READING: Exodus 17:1-7 Contemporary English Version 

Because the thirsty Israelites quarreled with Moses and put God to the test, 
Moses cried out in desperation to God. God commanded Moses to strike the 

rock to provide water for the people. The doubt-filled question—“Is the Lord 
among us or not?”—received a very positive answer. 

 
This is a reading from Exodus, the 17th chapter. 

 The Israelites left the desert and moved from one place to another each 
time the LORD ordered them to. Once they camped at Rephidim, but there 

was no water for them to drink. 
 The people started complaining to Moses, “Give us some water!” 

 Moses replied, “Why are you complaining to me and trying to put the LORD 
to the test?” 

 But the people were thirsty and kept on complaining, “Moses, did you 
bring us out of Egypt just to let us and our families and our animals die of 

thirst?” 

 Then Moses prayed to the LORD, “What am I going to do with these 
people? They are about to stone me to death!” 

 The LORD answered, “Take some of the leaders with you and go ahead of 
the rest of the people. Also take along the walking stick with which you 

struck the Nile River. When you get to the rock at Mount Sinai, I will be 
there with you. Strike the rock with the stick, and water will pour out for the 

people to drink.” Moses did this while the leaders watched. 
 The people had complained and tested the LORD by asking, “Is the LORD 

really with us?” So Moses named that place Massah, which means “testing” 
and Meribah, which means “complaining.” 
 

This is the Word of God, word of life. 
 

SECOND READING: Romans 5:1-11 Common English Bible 

Though we often hear that God helps those who help themselves, here Paul 

tells us that through Jesus’ death God helps utterly helpless sinners. Since 
we who had been enemies are reconciled to God in the cross, we now live in 

hope for our final salvation. 
 

This is a reading from Paul’s letter to the Romans, the 5th chapter. 

Paul writes: Therefore, since we have been made righteous through his 
faithfulness, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ. We 

have access by faith into this grace in which we stand through him, and we 
boast in the hope of God’s glory. But not only that! We even take pride in 

our problems, because we know that trouble produces endurance, 
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endurance produces character, and character produces hope. This hope 

doesn’t put us to shame, because the love of God has been poured out in 
our hearts through the Holy Spirit, who has been given to us. 

 While we were still weak, at the right moment, Christ died for ungodly 

people. It isn’t often that someone will die for a righteous person, though 
maybe someone might dare to die for a good person. But God shows God’s 

love for us, because while we were still sinners Christ died for us. So, now 
that we have been made righteous by his blood, we can be even more 

certain that we will be saved from God’s wrath through him. If we were 
reconciled to God through the death of the Son while we were still enemies, 

now that we have been reconciled, how much more certain is it that we will 
be saved by his life? And not only that: we even take pride in God through 

our Lord Jesus Christ, the one through whom we now have a restored 
relationship with God. 

    This is the Word of God, word of life. 
 

HOLY GOSPEL: John 4:13-15  Common English Bible 

Jesus defies convention to engage a Samaritan woman in conversation. Her 
testimony, in turn, leads many others to faith. 
 

This is the Holy Gospel as the Word was given to John, in the 4th chapter. 

Jesus answered the woman at the well, “Everyone who drinks this water will 
be thirsty again, but whoever drinks from the water that I will give will never 

be thirsty again. The water that I give will become in those who drink it a 
spring of water that bubbles up into eternal life.” 

 The woman said to him, “Sir, give me this water, so that I will never be 
thirsty and will never need to come here to draw water!” 

 This is the Good News of Christ’s Victory.  
 

*HYMN of the DAY: “Come, Thou Fount of Every Blessing” 

 

1 Come, thou Fount of ev'ry blessing, tune my heart to sing thy grace; 
 streams of mercy, never ceasing, call for songs of loudest praise. 

 While the hope of endless glory fills my heart with joy and love, 
 teach me ever to adore thee; may I still thy goodness prove. 
 

2 Here I raise my Ebenezer: "Hither by thy help I've come"; 

 and I hope, by thy good pleasure, safely to arrive at home. 
 Jesus sought me when a stranger, wand'ring from the fold of God; 

 he, to rescue me from danger, interposed his precious blood. 
 

3 Oh, to grace how great a debtor daily I'm constrained to be; 

 let that grace now like a fetter bind my wand'ring heart to thee. 
 Prone to wander, Lord, I feel it; prone to leave the God I love. 

 Here's my heart, oh, take and seal it; seal it for thy courts above. 
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Text: Robert Robinson, 1735-1790, alt. 
 

MESSAGE: TESTED by TROUBLE  silence for reflection follows 
 

The CHURCH PRAYS 

PRAYERS of the PEOPLE  
Sustained by God’s abundant mercy, let us pray for the church, the world, 

and all of creation. A brief silence. 
 

We pray for your church. Bless partnerships with other Christians and inter-

religious dialogue. Guide the daily work of denominational and 
congregational leaders. Strengthen our combined witness for the sake of the 

gospel, that all experience your life-giving love.  

    Merciful God, receive our prayer. 
 

We pray for the universe. All creation teems with life, from the depths of the 

earth and seas to the skies above. Fill us with awe and reverence for the 
diversity and preservation of life. Stay with those recovering from any 

ecological disasters.  
    Merciful God, receive our prayer. 
 

We pray for the nations of the world. Topple the dividing walls that separate 
us from our neighbors. Form us into your beloved community where 

diversity of gender, race, language, ability, and ethnic origin is celebrated 
and affirmed.  

    Merciful God, receive our prayer. 
 

We pray for those who suffer in mind, body, or spirit. Be present with all 

who are lonely, & give courage to all who are afraid. Comfort those who live 

with chronic illness or other sickness: those with COVID, cancer, or heart 
disease. Give them your living water always.  

    Merciful God, receive our prayer. 
 

We pray for this congregation, and for all the faithful who are preparing for 

baptism at Easter time. Nurture their faith and pour your love into their 
hearts. Inspire our community by their testimony to God’s grace in their 

lives.  
    Merciful God, receive our prayer. 
 

P: We especially pray for Lori, Frank, John, Beth, Sandy, Kathy, Mark, our 
homebound members, … 

    Merciful God, receive our prayer. 
 

Here other intercessions may be offered. 
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We give thanks for the lives of all your saints especially Gregory the Great, 

whom we commemorate today. Their hope in you sustained lives of faith and 
service. Encourage us with the hope they shared in you.  

    Merciful God, receive our prayer. 
 

We lift our prayers to you, O God, trusting in your steadfast love and your 
promise to renew your whole creation; through Jesus Christ our Savior. 

Amen. 
 

LORD'S PRAYER 

Watching for Christ’s appearing, we pray as he taught us. 
    Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, 

thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.   
    Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as 

we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom, and 

the power, and the glory, forever and ever.  Amen 
 

SENDING 

PRAYER for MISSION  

Join me in prayer. a brief silence. God of good gifts, receive our gifts and 
offerings as we present them in faithful service for the sake of your gospel. 

With the eyes of our hearts open to your promise, empower us to hear the 
needs of our neighbors and touch the world with your love, through Christ 

Jesus, the wellspring of eternal life. Amen 
 

BLESSING 

Receive the blessing. A brief silence. 
 The holy Three, the holy One 

 increase your hope, strengthen your faith, 

 deepen your love, and ☩ grant you peace. Amen 
 

PEACE 

The peace of Christ always goes with you. And also with you. 
Please share the peace with those in your household or on our FB page. 
 

From sundaysandseasons.com. Copyright © 2023 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. 
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At the time of this writing, please keep the following in your prayers: ELCA 

Bishop Elizabeth Eaton, Synod Bishop Bill Gohl, those hospitalized or at 
home recuperating, and our homebound members. 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

Today’s Altar Flowers are Given to the Glory of God 
 

In Honor of my daughter,  
Susan Johnson’s March 14th birthday. 

Given by Linda Heinbaugh. 
 

In Loving Memory of  
Frank and Gloria Barnes’ March birthdays. 

Given by Nancy Barnes. 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

Today’s Worship Folders are Given to the Glory of God 
 

In Honor of Lois and Fred Volz  
on their March 13th anniversary.  

Given with love by the Mills family. 

 
In Honor of Brian and Jade Mills  

on their 3rd wedding anniversary, March 14th. 
We love you both so much! Mom and Dad. 

 
In Honor of my Godmother, Lois Volz,  

on her March 18th birthday. 
Given with love from Donna. 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
Attendance for Sunday, March 5, 2023: 52 
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Learning, Serving, & Fellowship Opportunities 

 
Scholastic Book Fair: The book fair will be open Sunday, March 12th from 9 am. -
12 pm. in the school lobby.  

 
Lent Wednesdays: On Wednesdays (through March 29) we will have worship at 

11:30 am. in Grace Chapel, followed by a time of fellowship and feasting in the 
lower level open area. All are welcome! In lieu of on-site Wednesday evening 
worship during Lent, Pr. Lans will upload a pre-recorded worship to our Facebook 

page and YouTube channel. 
 

Free Community Meal: Join neighbors and friends for potato soup, salad, bread 
and dessert on Wednesday, March 29th from 5:30-7:00 pm. at St. John’s, Parkville 
(8808 Harford Rd., 21234). For more information, visit stjohnsparkville.org or call 

410-665-1234. 
 

Prayers: “What the world needs now is … prayer, sweet prayer!” Drop in on 
Wednesday, April 5th at 11 am. – guaranteed to be thought provoking, uplifting, 
and give you peace. Experience if for yourself. Meet you in Grace Chapel (lower 

level, elevator access). Join us and enhance your Holy Week! We invite you, Betty 
Harry & Kathy Shull. 

 
Sponsorships Available: Flowers for 8:45 am. and bulletins on 3/26 (contact the 
church office). Flowers for 10:15 am. on 3/26 (contact Nancy Barnes). 

 
Your Help Needed: We are in need of 2-3 dedicated people to assist, on Sunday 

mornings, in placing flowers in the vases or on the altar for worship services, 
making sure there is adequate water in the vase liners, and periodically rinsing the 
vase liners. Please speak with Pr. Lans or contact the church office if you can help 

in this important ministry. 
 

Internet Search: Help St. Peter’s church and school reach the top of the search 
engine results by typing our web address (www.st-peterslutheran.com) directly into 
the search line/box (not the browser bar) on all of your devices! 

 
Need a floral arrangement for an upcoming holiday event or special celebration? 

Consider using our Sunday bouquet florist, Drayer’s Florist, of the Rutland Beard 
Floral Group! Call them for pricing and design information at 410-335-6286. 

 
For every NEW regular deposit account opened at Eastern Savings Bank 
(Fullerton branch only) St. Peter’s Lutheran Church receives $5! Visit the Fullerton 

branch at 4113 Wholesale Club Drive, Suite 130 or go to EasternSavingsBank.com. 


