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St. Peter’s Evangelical Lutheran Church & Elementary School 
Our Mission: Learning God’s Truth,  

Sharing the Spirit’s Healing, Following the Way of Jesus. 

VIRTUAL WORSHIP for PREACHING & PRAYER  
Second Sunday in Lent 

March 05, 2023 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

During Lent we journey with all those around the world who will be 
baptized at the Easter Vigil. In today’s gospel Jesus tells Nicodemus 

that he must be born of water and Spirit. At the font we are a given a 
new birth as children of God. As God made a covenant with Abraham, 

in baptism God promises to raise us up with Christ to new life. From 

worship we are sent forth to proclaim God’s love for all the world. 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

GATHERING 
CONFESSION and FORGIVENESS 

All may make the sign of the cross, which is marked on us at baptism. 

In the name of God, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit,  

 the one who journeys with us these forty days,  

 and sustains us with the gift of grace. Amen 
 

We acknowledge before God and one another our need  

for repentance and for God’s mercy. Silence is kept for reflection.  
 

Holy God, we confess to you our faults and failings. Too often we 

neglect and do not trust your holy word; we take for ourselves 
instead of giving to others; we spoil rather than steward your 

creation; we cause hurt though you call us to heal; we choose fear 

over compassion. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, as we seek to 
follow in your way of life. Amen 
 

Hear the good news: God loved the world so that God gave the only Son, so 
that all may receive life. This promise is for you! God embraces you with 

divine mercy, ☩ forgives you in Christ’s name, and revives you in Spirit’s 

power. Amen 
 

GREETING and PRAYER of the DAY 

The mercy of God, the peace of Christ, and forgiveness in Spirit, 
 are always with you. And also with you.  

 Holy God, hear our prayer. A brief silence. O God, our leader and 
guide, in the waters of baptism you bring us to new birth to live as your 

children. Strengthen our faith in your promises, that by your Spirit we may 
lift up your life to all the world through your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior 

and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now 
and forever. Amen. 
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WORD of GOD 

FIRST READING: Genesis 12:1-4a 
God’s call of Abram and Sarai has a clear purpose—that through them all the 

families of the earth would gain a blessing. As they set out on their journey, 

they are accompanied by promises of land, nation, and a great reputation. 
 

This is a reading from Genesis, the 12th chapter. 

 The LORD said to Abram, “Go from your country and your kindred and 
your father’s house to the land that I will show you. I will make of you a 

great nation, and I will bless you, and make your name great, so that you 
will be a blessing. I will bless those who bless you, and the one who curses 

you I will curse; and in you all the families of the earth shall be blessed.” So 
Abram went, as the LORD had told him. 

This is the Word of God, word of life. 
 

SECOND READING: Romans 4:1-5, 13-17 Common English Bible 

In the person and example of Abraham we discover that a right relationship 
with God does not involve earning a reward from God but entails trusting 

God’s promises. Abraham is the forebear and model for both Jews and 
Gentiles, because we too trust that ours is a God who gives life to the dead. 
 

This is a reading from Paul’s letter to the Romans, the 4th chapter. 

Paul writes: So what are we going to say? Are we going to find that Abraham 
is our ancestor on the basis of genealogy? Because if Abraham was made 

righteous because of his actions, he would have had a reason to brag, but 
not in front of God. What does the scripture say? Abraham had faith in God, 

and it was credited to him as righteousness. Workers’ salaries aren’t credited 
to them on the basis of an employer’s grace but rather on the basis of what 

they deserve. But faith is credited as righteousness to those who don’t work, 
because they have faith in God who makes the ungodly righteous. 

 The promise to Abraham and to his descendants, that he would inherit 
the world, didn’t come through the Law but through the righteousness that 

comes from faith. If they inherit because of the Law, then faith has no effect 
and the promise has been canceled. The Law brings about wrath. But when 

there isn’t any law, there isn’t any violation of the law. That’s why the 

inheritance comes through faith, so that it will be on the basis of God’s 
grace. In that way, the promise is secure for all of Abraham’s descendants, 

not just for those who are related by Law but also for those who are related 
by the faith of Abraham, who is the father of all of us. As it is written: I have 

appointed you to be the father of many nations. So Abraham is our father in 
the eyes of God in whom he had faith, the God who gives life to the dead 

and calls things that don’t exist into existence. 
    This is the Word of God, word of life. 
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HOLY GOSPEL: John 3:13-17 New English Translation 

A curious Pharisee visits Jesus by night to learn from the teacher his friends 
reject. Jesus speaks to him about life in the Spirit and the kingdom of God. 
 

This is the Holy Gospel as the Word was given to John, in the 3rd chapter. 

No one has ascended into heaven except the one who descended from 
heaven—the Son of Man. Just as Moses lifted up the serpent in the 

wilderness, so must the Son of Man be lifted up, so that everyone who 
believes in him may have eternal life.” 

 For this is the way God loved the world: God gave the one and only Son, 
so that everyone who believes in him will not perish but have eternal life. 

For God did not send the Son into the world to condemn the world, but that 
the world should be saved through him. 

 This is the Good News of Christ’s Victory.  
 

HYMN of the DAY: “Just As I Am, without One Plea” 
 

1 Just as I am, without one plea, 
 but that thy blood was shed for me, 

 and that thou bidd'st me come to thee, 

 O Lamb of God, I come, I come. 
 

2 Just as I am, though tossed about 

 with many a conflict, many a doubt, 
 fightings and fears within, without, 

 O Lamb of God, I come, I come. 
 

3 Just as I am, thou wilt receive, 

 wilt welcome, pardon, cleanse, relieve; 
 because thy promise I believe, 

 O Lamb of God, I come, I come, 
 

4 Just as I am; thy love unknown 

 has broken ev'ry barrier down; 
 now to be thine, yea, thine alone, 

 O Lamb of God, I come, I come. 
 

Text: Charlotte Elliott, 1789-1871 
 

MESSAGE: FAITH and TRUST silence for reflection follows 
 

The CHURCH PRAYS 

PRAYERS of the PEOPLE  
Sustained by God’s abundant mercy, let us pray for the church, the world, 

and all of creation. A brief silence. 
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O God, you so love your church. Raise up leaders who care for your people. 

Bless lay theologians, seminary and college professors, and all who are 
called to the ministry of teaching, that they form and inspire us for the work 

of the gospel.  

    Merciful God, receive our prayer. 
 

O God, you so love your creation. Breathe new life into our planetary home. 

Guide the work of researchers, scientists, and activists who love your earth 
and who inspire us to care for the natural world.  

    Merciful God, receive our prayer. 
 

O God, you so love the world. Uphold leaders who resist tyranny and 

oppression. Strengthen organizations that promote peace and harmony. 
Direct their work to alleviate human suffering and to address its root causes.  

    Merciful God, receive our prayer. 
 

O God, you so love your people. Draw near to all who live with mental 

illness, depression, or addiction, and accompany them in healing and 
recovery. Hear the cries of those who look to you in their distress.  

    Merciful God, receive our prayer. 
 

O God, you so love your children. Bless the young in our midst, and delight 
us with their joy, wonder, and curiosity. Revive our ministries with children 

and youth and equip us all for faithful discipleship.  
    Merciful God, receive our prayer. 
 

We especially pray for Lori, Frank, John, Beth, Sandy, our homebound 
members, … 

    Merciful God, receive our prayer. 
 

Here other intercessions may be offered. 

O God, you so love your saints. As our ancestors in the faith have been a 
blessing to us, so inspire us by their example of holy living to be a blessing 

to those who come after us.  
    Merciful God, receive our prayer. 
 

We lift our prayers to you, O God, trusting in your steadfast love and your 

promise to renew your whole creation; through Jesus Christ our Savior. 
Amen. 
 

LORD'S PRAYER 
Let us pray for our daily bread, as Jesus taught us. 

    Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, 
thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.   

    Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as 
we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into 
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temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom, and 
the power, and the glory, forever and ever.  Amen 
 

PRAYER for MISSION  

Join me in prayer. a brief silence. God of good gifts, receive our gifts and 
offerings as we present them in faithful service for the sake of your gospel. 

With the eyes of our hearts open to your promise, empower us to hear the 
needs of our neighbors and touch the world with your love, through Christ 

Jesus, the wellspring of eternal life. Amen 
 

BLESSING 

Receive the blessing. A brief silence. 
 The holy Three, the holy One 

 increase your hope, strengthen your faith, 

 deepen your love, and ☩ grant you peace. Amen 
 

PEACE 
The peace of Christ always goes with you. And also with you. 

Please share the peace with those in your household or on our FB page. 
 

From sundaysandseasons.com. Copyright © 2023 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. 
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At the time of this writing, please keep the following in your prayers: ELCA 

Bishop Elizabeth Eaton, Synod Bishop Bill Gohl, those hospitalized or at 
home recuperating, and our homebound members. 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

Today’s Altar Flowers are Given to the Glory of God 
 

In Loving Memory of Ruth Richter  
for her birthday, March 3rd. 

Given by Betty and Nolan, and family. 
 

In Honor of our granddaughter, Olivia Mills,  
on her 2nd birthday, March 8th. 

Love Lala and Pop. 
 

Rose Vase 
In Loving Memory of Elmer Diepold  

for what would have been 
his 103rd birthday, March 7th. 

Given with love from his wife, Ruth. 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
Today’s Worship Folders are Given to the Glory of God 

 
In Loving Memory of Gilbert Kreisel’s March 9th birthday. 

Given by the Volz family. 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

Attendance for Sunday, February 26, 2023: 41 
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Learning, Serving, & Fellowship Opportunities 

 
Easter Flower orders and payment are due to the church office no 

later than Tuesday, March 7th. 

 
Lent Wednesdays: On Wednesdays (through March 29) we will have 

worship at 11:30 am. in Grace Chapel, followed by a time of fellowship and 
feasting in the lower level open area. All are welcome! In lieu of on-site 

Wednesday evening worship during Lent, Pr. Lans will upload a pre-recorded 
worship to our Facebook page and YouTube channel. 

 
Lutheran Schools Week: We will be kicking off Lutheran Schools Week 

Sunday, March 5th with St. Peter’s school chorus singing at the 10:15 am. 
worship. During the week of March 6-10 we’ll have special spirit events each 

day.  
 

St. Peter’s ES Art Show: Thursday, March 9th at 7 pm. in the main school 
hallway and in the Fellowship Hall. All are welcome to view original 

masterpieces created by the students! 

 
Pancake Breakfast: Saturday, March 11th from 9 am.-12 pm. at Jerusalem 

Lutheran (4605 Belair Rd., 21206). Advance tickets are $10/adult and 
$5/children under 10 ($12/adult & $6/children under 10 at the door). Call 

410-485-5750 for details and to order tickets. 
 

Free Community Meal: Join neighbors and friends for potato soup, salad, 
bread and dessert on Wednesday, March 29th from 5:30-7:00 pm. at St. 

John’s, Parkville (8808 Harford Rd., 21234). For more information, visit 
stjohnsparkville.org or call 410-665-1234. 

 
Sponsorships Available: Flowers for 8:45 am. on 3/26 (contact the church 

office). Flowers for 10:15 am. on 3/26 (contact Nancy Barnes). 
 

Your Help Needed: We are in need of 2-3 dedicated people to assist, on 

Sunday mornings, in placing flowers in the vases or on the altar for worship 
services, making sure there is adequate water in the vase liners, and 

periodically rinsing the vase liners. Please speak with Pr. Lans or contact the 
church office if you can help in this important ministry. 

 
Annual Meeting Booklets: If you would like an electronic copy or a hard 

copy, please contact the church office. 



Page 8 of 8 

 

Internet Search: Help St. Peter’s church and school reach the top of the 

search engine results by typing our web address (www.st-peterslutheran.com) 
directly into the search line/box (not the browser bar) on all of your devices! 

 

Need a floral arrangement for an upcoming holiday event or special 
celebration? Consider using our Sunday bouquet florist, Drayer’s Florist, of 

the Rutland Beard Floral Group! Call them for pricing and design information 
at 410-335-6286. 

For every NEW regular deposit account opened at Eastern Savings Bank 
(Fullerton branch only) St. Peter’s Lutheran Church receives $5! Visit the 

Fullerton branch at 4113 Wholesale Club Drive, Suite 130 or go to 
EasternSavingsBank.com. 


