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St. Peter’s Evangelical Lutheran Church & Elementary School 
Our Mission: Learning God’s Truth,  

Sharing the Spirit’s Healing, Following the Way of Jesus. 

VIRTUAL WORSHIP for PREACHING & PRAYER  
First Sunday in Lent 

February 26, 2023 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

Today's gospel tells of Jesus’ temptation in the desert. His forty-day 
fast becomes the basis of our Lenten pilgrimage. In the early church 

Lent was a time of intense preparation for those to be baptized at the 
Easter Vigil. This catechetical focus on the meaning of faith is at the 

heart of our Lenten journey to the baptismal waters of Easter. Hungry 

for God’s mercy, we receive the bread of life to nourish us for the 
days ahead. 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
GATHERING 

WELCOME: Theme of the Day 
 

CONFESSION and FORGIVENESS 

All may make the sign of the cross, which is marked on us at baptism. 

In the name of God, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit,  

   the one who journeys with us these forty days,  

      and sustains us with the gift of grace. Amen 
 

Let us acknowledge before God and one another our need  

for repentance and for God’s mercy. Silence is kept for reflection.  
 

Holy and Almighty God, we confess to you our faults and failings. Too 

often we neglect and do not trust your holy word; we take for 

ourselves instead of giving to others; we spoil rather than steward 
your creation; we cause hurt though you call us to heal; we choose 

fear over compassion. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, as we seek 
to follow in your way of life. Amen 
 

Hear the good news: God loved the world so that God gave the only Son, so 
that all may receive life. This promise is for you! God embraces you with 

divine mercy, ☩ forgives you in Christ’s name, and revives you in the Spirit’s 

power. Amen 
 

GREETING and PRAYER of the DAY 

The mercy of God, the peace of Christ, and forgiveness in Spirit, 
 are always with you. And also with you.  

 Holy God, hear our prayer. A brief silence. Lord God, our strength, the 
struggle between good and evil rages within and around us, and the devil 

and all the forces that defy you tempt us with empty promises. Keep us 
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steadfast in your word, and when we fall, raise us again and restore us 

through your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns 
with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 
 

GOD’S WORD 

FIRST READING: Genesis 2:15-17; 3:1-7 Contemporary English Version 
Human beings were formed with great care, to be in relationship with the 

creator, creation, and one another. The serpent’s promise to the first couple 
that their eyes would be opened led, ironically, to the discovery only that 

they were naked. 
 

This is a reading from the book of Genesis. 

 The LORD God put the man in the Garden of Eden to take care of it and to 
look after it. But the LORD told him, “You may eat fruit from any tree in the 

garden, except the one that has the power to let you know the difference 
between right and wrong. If you eat any fruit from that tree, you will die 

before the day is over!” 
 The snake was sneakier than any of the other wild animals that the LORD 

God had made. One day it came to the woman and asked, “Did God tell you 
not to eat fruit from any tree in the garden?” 

 The woman answered, “God said we could eat fruit from any tree in the 

garden, except the one in the middle. God told us not to eat fruit from that 
tree or even to touch it. If we do, we will die.” 

 “No, you won't!” the snake replied. “God understands what will happen on 
the day you eat fruit from that tree. You will see what you have done, and 

you will know the difference between right and wrong, just as God does.” 
 The woman stared at the fruit. It looked beautiful and tasty. She wanted 

the wisdom that it would give her, and she ate some of the fruit. Her 
husband was there with her, so she gave some to him, and he ate it too. At 

once they saw what they had done, and they realized they were naked. Then 
they sewed fig leaves together to cover themselves. 
 

This is the Word of God, word of life. 
 

SECOND READING: Romans 5:12-19 Updated NRSV 

Through Adam’s disobedience, humanity came under bondage to sin and 

death, from which we cannot free ourselves. In Christ’s obedient death, God 
graciously showers on us the free gift of liberation and life. 
 

This is a reading from Paul’s letter to the Romans. 
Paul writes: Therefore, just as sin came into the world through one man, 

and death came through sin, and so death spread to all because all have 
sinned— for sin was indeed in the world before the law, but sin is not 

reckoned when there is no law. Yet death reigned from Adam to Moses, even 
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over those who did not sin in the likeness of Adam, who is a pattern of the 

one who was to come. 
 But the free gift is not like the trespass. For if the many died through the 

one man’s trespass, much more surely have the grace of God and the gift in 

the grace of the one man, Jesus Christ, abounded for the many. And the gift 
is not like the effect of the one man’s sin. For the judgment following one 

trespass brought condemnation, but the gift following many trespasses 
brings justification. If, because of the one man’s trespass, death reigned 

through that one, much more surely will those who receive the abundance of 
grace and the gift of righteousness reign in life through the one man, Jesus 

Christ. 
 Therefore just as one man’s trespass led to condemnation for all, so one 

man’s act of righteousness leads to justification and life for all. For just as 
through the one man’s disobedience the many were made sinners, so 

through the one man’s obedience the many will be made righteous. 
 

This is the Word of God, word of life. 
 

HOLY GOSPEL: Matthew 4:1-11 
Jesus experiences anew the temptations that Israel faced in the wilderness. 

As the Son of God, he endures the testing of the evil one. 
 

This is the Holy Gospel as the Word was given to Matthew,  
    in the 4th chapter. 

 Jesus was led up by the Spirit into the wilderness to be tempted by the 
devil. He fasted forty days and forty nights, and afterwards he was 

famished. The tempter came and said to him, “If you are the Son of God, 
command these stones to become loaves of bread.” But he answered, “It is 

written, 
 ‘One does not live by bread alone, 

  but by every word that comes from the mouth of God.’” 
 Then the devil took him to the holy city and placed him on the pinnacle of 

the temple, saying to him, “If you are the Son of God, throw yourself down; 
for it is written, 

 ‘He will command his angels concerning you,’ 

  and ‘On their hands they will bear you up, 
 so that you will not dash your foot against a stone.’” 

 Jesus said to him, “Again it is written, ‘Do not put the Lord your God to 
the test.’” 

 Again, the devil took him to a very high mountain and showed him all the 
kingdoms of the world and their glory; and he said to him, “All these I will 

give you, if you will fall down and worship me.” Jesus said to him, “Away 
with you, Satan! for it is written, 
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 ‘Worship the Lord your God, 

  and serve only him.’” 
Then the devil left him, and suddenly angels came and waited on him.  

This is the Good News of Christ’s Victory.  
 

HYMN of the DAY: # 504 “A Mighty Fortress Is Our God” 
 

1 A mighty fortress is our God, a sword and shield victorious; 

 he breaks the cruel oppressor's rod and wins salvation glorious. 
 The old satanic foe has sworn to work us woe! 

 With craft and dreadful might he arms himself to fight. 
 On earth he has no equal. 
 

2 No strength of ours can match his might! We would be lost, rejected. 
 But now a champion comes to fight, whom God himself elected. 

 You ask who this may be? The Lord of hosts is he! 
 Christ Jesus, mighty Lord, God's only Son, adored. 

 He holds the field victorious. 
 

3 Though hordes of devils fill the land all threat'ning to devour us, 

 we tremble not, unmoved we stand; they cannot overpow'r us. 

 Let this world's tyrant rage; in battle we'll engage! 
 His might is doomed to fail; God's judgment must prevail! 

 One little word subdues him. 
 

4 God's Word forever shall abide, no thanks to foes, who fear it; 

 for God himself fights by our side with weapons of the Spirit. 
 Were they to take our house, goods, honor, child, or spouse, 

 though life be wrenched away, they cannot win the day. 
 The kingdom's ours forever! 
 

MESSAGE:  DEATH to LIFE  
 

The CHURCH PRAYS 

PRAYERS of the PEOPLE  
Sustained by God’s abundant mercy, let us pray for the church, the world, 

and all of creation. A brief silence. 
 

You alone are God. Sustain your church in times of wilderness. Give vision 
and wisdom to bishops, their staff, and all entrusted with the ministry of 

administration. Counsel all who faithfully lead your people into the future.  
    Merciful God, receive our prayer. 
 

You create verdant gardens and expansive deserts. Tend to the needs of 
every living creature. Bless those who work in fields and orchards, that the 

world is nourished by the fruits of their labor.  
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    Merciful God, receive our prayer. 
 

You know our temptations. Sustain those who govern and legislate. Instill in 
them a sense of your justice and righteousness, that equity and peace would 

pervade all the regions and nations of the world.  

    Merciful God, receive our prayer. 
 

You are a hiding place for all in distress. Draw near to exiles, and accompany 

all refugees and immigrants, especially children who travel alone. In times of 
trouble, trauma, or illness, surround your people with your steadfast love.  

    Merciful God, receive our prayer. 
 

You offer abundance to all. Bless the ministries of hospitality in this place. 

Care for those who tend to the needs of others, especially worship greeters, 
coffee hour hosts, and nursery attendants.  

    Merciful God, receive our prayer. 
 

We especially pray for Lori, Frank, John, Beth, our homebound members, … 

    Merciful God, receive our prayer. 
 

Here other intercessions may be offered. 

You alone are God. We praise you for the faithful departed in every age. 

Unite our prayers with theirs, until our wilderness journey is complete, and 
we rest in you.  

    Merciful God, receive our prayer. 
 

We lift our prayers to you, O God, trusting in your steadfast love and your 

promise to renew your whole creation; through Jesus Christ our Savior. 
Amen. 
 

LORD'S PRAYER 
Let us pray for our daily bread, as Jesus taught us. 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, 
    thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.   

 
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as 

we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into 

temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom,  
 and the power, and the glory, forever and ever.  Amen 
 

SENDING 
PRAYER for MISSION  

We join in prayer. a brief silence. God of good gifts, receive our gifts and 
offerings as we present them in faithful service for the sake of your gospel. 

With the eyes of our hearts open to your promise, empower us to hear the 
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needs of our neighbors and touch the world with your love, through Christ 

Jesus, the wellspring of eternal life. Amen 
 

BLESSING 

Receive the benediction. A brief silence. 

    The holy Three, the holy One 
    increase your hope, strengthen your faith, 

    deepen your love, and ☩ grant you peace. Amen 
 

SENT into MISSION 
Go in peace. Serve in love. 

 We will Learn God’s Truth.  
 We will Share the Spirit’s Healing. 

We will Follow the Way of Jesus. Amen 
Please share the peace with those in your household or on our FB page. 
 

From sundaysandseasons.com. Copyright © 2023 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. 
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At the time of this writing, please keep the following in your prayers: ELCA 

Bishop Elizabeth Eaton, Synod Bishop Bill Gohl, those hospitalized or at 
home recuperating, and our homebound members. 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

Today’s Altar Flowers are Given to the Glory of God 
 

In Honor of the birthdays of James (February 19th),  
Heather (February 26th), and Holly (March 4th). 

Given with love by their mother, Janice Frederick. 
 

In Loving Memory of Frank Wilheim. 
Given by Nancy Barnes. 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
Today’s Worship Folders are Given to the Glory of God 

 
In Loving Memory of Wilhelmina Weinreich 

for her March 3rd birthday. 
Given with love by the Mills family. 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

Attendance for Sunday, February 19, 2023: 39 
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Learning, Serving, & Fellowship Opportunities 

 
Annual Meeting: Join us for a combined worship at 10 am. on Sunday, 

February 26th, followed by the Annual Meeting to discuss the life and 

missions of St. Peter’s. 
 

Prayers Group will be meeting on Wednesday, March 1st at 11 am. in Grace 
Chapel (lower level). 

 
Lent Wednesdays: On Wednesdays (March 1-29) we will have worship at 

11:30 am. in Grace Chapel, followed by a time of fellowship and feasting in 
the lower level open area. All are welcome! In lieu of on-site Wednesday 

evening worship during Lent (March 1-29), Pr. Lans will upload a pre-
recorded worship to our Facebook page and YouTube channel. 

 
Lutheran Schools Week: We will be kicking off Lutheran Schools Week on 

Sunday, March 5th when our chorus will be singing at the 10:15 am. worship. 
During the week of March 6-10 we’ll have special spirit events each day. 

 

Sponsorships Available: Flowers for 8:45 am. on 3/26, and bulletins on 
3/26 (contact the church office). Flowers for 10:15 am. on 3/5 and 26 

(contact Nancy Barnes). 
 

Your Help Needed: We are in need of 2-3 dedicated people to assist, on 
Sunday mornings, in placing flowers in the vases or on the altar for worship 

services, making sure there is adequate water in the vase liners, and 
periodically rinsing the vase liners. Please speak with Pr. Lans or contact the 

church office if you can help in this important ministry. 
 

Internet Search: Help St. Peter’s church and school reach the top of the 
search engine results by typing our web address (www.st-peterslutheran.com) 

directly into the search line/box (not the browser bar) on all of your devices! 
 

Need a floral arrangement for an upcoming holiday event or special 

celebration? Consider using our Sunday bouquet florist, Drayer’s Florist, of 
the Rutland Beard Floral Group! Call them for pricing and design information 

at 410-335-6286. 
 

For every NEW regular deposit account opened at Eastern Savings Bank 
(Fullerton branch only) St. Peter’s Lutheran Church receives $5! Visit the 

Fullerton branch at 4113 Wholesale Club Drive, Suite 130 or go to 
EasternSavingsBank.com. 


